
 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

THE INTERMODAL ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 
INTERMODAL SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
Friday, Feb. 19, 2021 

1:00 p.m. to 2:31 p.m. EST 
Virtual Meeting 

 
Call to Order 
 
The virtual meeting was called to order at 1:02 p.m. Eastern Standard Time by Committee 
Chair Bert Mayo of TrueNorth Companies. Mr. Mayo thanked outgoing vice chair Dale Bartley 
of P&B Intermodal Services for his services and welcomed incoming vice chair Alan Tyson of 
C&K Trucking. Mr. Mayo also welcomed all the new members who have joined the committee 
over the past few months. 
 
Mr. Mayo then reminded the membership of the expectations of them, including that they’re 
active participants in the committee; that meetings include deliberation of issues and 
education, as well as discussion of recommended practices; that solicitation of business is not 
allowed during meetings; and that members must abide by antitrust guidelines. 
 
IANA General Counsel Marc Blubaugh provided the antitrust guidelines and said that a quorum 
has been established. 
 
Approval of the May 6, 2020 minutes 
 
Mr. Tyson asked for a motion to approve the May 6, 2020 minutes. A motion was made by Bill 
Traub, CSX Terminals, and seconded by Jenny Johnson, Intermodal Support Services. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of the Sept. 25, 2020 minutes 
 
Mr. Tyson asked for a motion to approve the Sept. 18, 2020 minutes. A motion was made by 
Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Traub. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Task Force & Working Group Reports 
 
Intermodal Facility Safety Handbook Task Force 
 
Vernon Prevatt, CSX Transportation, provided an update on the status of the Task Force. The 
handbook was completed in November, 2020 with the exception of the introduction, which was 
written about a week prior to the Safety Committee meeting, he said. 
 



 
 

The handbook was sent out to Committee members for review, Mr. Prevatt said, and 
comments were then reviewed and incorporated into the document at the Task  
Force’s discretion. Mr. Prevatt presented the handbook to the committee for final approval, and 
recommended that it be approved. 
 
Marty Summers, CCM, made a motion to approve the Intermodal Facility Safety Handbook, and 
was seconded by Gary Cornelius, TCW. Joey Frederick then asked when the document was 
sent out, as he did not receive a copy. Beth Pernerewski, IANA, stated that the send date was 
Feb. 3. Mr. Frederick then reiterated that he hasn’t received a copy. 
 
Mr. Prevatt said that the handbook had been sent out to all Committee members, and asked 
Mr. Frederick if he has changed email addresses within the last 90 says. Mr. Frederick said he 
would follow up on it. 
 
A vote to approve the handbook was then conducted, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Regarding next steps, Steve Keppler, IANA, said the handbook will be moved into publication 
after it has been copy edited and has gone through the design and layout processes. It will 
then be distributed to the Committee and posted to IANA’s website, he explained. 
 
Mr. Keppler then thanked Mr. Prevatt and the Task Force for their efforts, and Mr. Prevatt 
thanked Mr. Keppler and IANA for the resources that were provided to the Task Force to 
perform its work. 
 
Intermodal Safety Briefings Working Group 
 
An update on the activities of the Safety Briefings Working Group was provided by Cindy 
Verrecchia, Transtar Insurance Brokers, and Mr. Bartley. Ms. Verrecchia said that the Working 
Group has been working on safety briefings for the purpose of sharing knowledge, experience, 
data and recommended practices. Among the goals, she said, are to reduce mishaps, injuries 
and incidents; and to provide useful content that members can repurpose in their own 
companies. 
 
She added that each member of the Safety Committee will be asked to contribute one briefing 
this year; that briefings need to be of value to the members; and that there will be Committee 
discussion to prioritize topics. 
 
Among the topics that have already been prioritized, Mr. Mayo said, are split rims; cranes 
hitting trains; and terminal traffic safety. He added that anyone with topic ideas should reach 
out to Ms. Verrecchia. 
 
Mr. Frederick suggested finding a way to duplicate the process that terminals have of having 
visitors receiving facility safety orientations upon their arrival. Ms. Verrecchia said it was a 
good idea. Mr. Keppler also added that the idea was a sound one. Hal Pollard, IANA, 
encouraged members to participate in the effort and provide their input. 
 
Educational Conversation - Trucking Research: Litigation & Issues Impacting the Bottom Line 



 
 

 
Daniel Murray, American Transportation Research Institute, was introduced by Mr. Mayo, who 
said that the ATRI works very closely with the FMCSA, DOT and many government agencies on 
how trucking impacts the economy and business. 
 
Mr. Murray said that ATRI’s report on the top 10 industry issues in 2020 identified driver 
shortages as the number one issue, followed by driver compensation; truck parking; 
compliance, safety & accountability; and insurances costs & availability. 
 
When the list is broken out between commercial drivers and motor carriers, there is an 
interesting bifurcation in topics, he said. For commercial drivers, the top three issues were 
truck parking, compensation and detention/delay. For motor carriers, the top issues were 
driver shortages, driver retention and CSA. 
 
Regarding the impact of nuclear verdicts on the trucking industry, Mr. Murray said that a 
comprehensive database of over 600 cases spanning 15 years has been compiled, and that in-
depth interviews were conducted with defense and plaintiff attorneys, as well as insurance 
industry and safety experts. 
 
The amount of information offered by plaintiffs’ attorneys was shocking, he said, explaining 
that they would offer all their approaches and strategies, and also candidly gave the 
weaknesses of the defense. 
 
Among the high-level findings, he said, was a 235% increase in cases with verdicts of $1 
million or more being awarded between 2005 and 2012. However, a 967% jump in average 
verdict size was seen from 2016-2018, from about $5 million to about $23 million. 
 
Cases with verdicts of $10 million or more rose from an average of 14 a year from 2006-2010 
to 27 per year in 2014-2018, a nearly 93% increase. When inflation was going up annually 
about 1.7% and healthcare costs were going up about 2.9%, nuclear verdicts were increasing 
annually about 25-50%. 
 
The average verdict size by injury sustained, he said, was $6.75 million for a traumatic brain 
injury, compared to $2.7 million without a traumatic brain injury. The average verdict size if 
there were children involved in the crash was $42.3 million, compared to $2.3 million without 
children involved. 
 
He added that regarding plaintiff verdicts, the data showed that if five specific issues were 
brought against the defendant in court -- HOS/log book problems, driver history, controlled 
substance, leaving the scene of a crash/failed to call 911 and health-related issues – then the 
plaintiff won 100% of the cases. 
 
Defense experts make a difference, Mr. Murray remarked, with verdict amounts being 
decreased by $839,000 when they testify. When a plaintiff expert testified in addition to a 
defense expert, the verdict amount still decreased by over $300,000, he said. 
 



 
 

Mr. Murray also stated that defendants should bring reasonable settlement offers to the table 
or risk jury awards that are hundreds of times larger than what a settlement otherwise would 
be; and that logical arguments in court always lose to plaintiff arguments that tug on jurors’ 
heartstrings. More needs to be done by defendant companies, he said, to portray drivers as 
sympathetic community members. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Murray stated that companies need to do more on the front end – such as not 
minimizing the hours defense attorneys are allowed to bill, plus spending on mock trials and 
subject matter experts – so that more money isn’t lost on the back end via jury awards. 
 
Regarding the future possibility of autonomous trucking cutting down on crashes, Mr. Murray 
said that the technology isn’t yet advanced enough for that yet, particularly when it comes to 
operating in severe weather, like during snowstorms, or driving on bad roads. 
 
He also said that the ATRI now has a contract with the FMCSA to analyze and promote 
advanced driver assistance systems that keep the driver in the driver’s seat, but make the job 
easier and less monotonous. The project is exploring four driving enhancements: active 
braking systems, active steering systems, active warning systems and camera monitoring 
systems. 
 
Top-ranked issues that affect carrier adoption of the technologies, he said, include: purchase 
costs, lower insurance premiums and driver acceptance. Driver acceptance is very important, 
he said, stating that it would be asinine during a driver shortage to adopt a technology that 
drivers don’t like, because they’ll find a job with a company that has systems that they prefer. 
 
When it comes to drivers’ top-ranked issues for adopting technologies, Mr. Murray said, the 
top three were: lower insurance premiums; technology purchase costs; and tax 
deductions/credits. 
 
A study is currently underway, he said, that looks at the impacts of small verdicts and 
settlements on the trucking industry, and that the study will look at when to settle and when to 
go to court. The study should be released in a couple of months, he said. 
 
Mr. Murray also remarked that rising insurance costs are the direct result of all the litigation 
going on, and that there have been double digit increases in costs, even for companies with 
good safety records, over the past few years. Within the next week or two, he said, ATRI will be 
going out with an expanded insurance cost data collection form, primarily for carriers and 
owner-operators, as well as the insurance industry. 
 
One of the motives for deductibles going up, he said, is that some policyholders are trying to 
reduce insurance costs by increasing risk. The upcoming survey, which Mr. Murray said he 
hoped would be released in about two months, will be an insightful look into risks and costs 
are being managed, he remarked. 
 
Regarding insurance costs per mile by fleet size, Mr. Murray said that smaller fleets that have 
the lowest margins in general are particularly constrained by insurance costs increases 
because they don’t have flexibility and tools available that larger fleets do that can increase 



 
 

deductibles, move into self-insurance, and use other cost management strategies. But instead 
of smaller fleets possibly being driven out of the market, truck registrations and fleet 
registrations are up substantially with smaller fleets and owner-operators, he said. 
 
During the question-and-answer period, Mr. Frederick referenced a case in Florida where 
cameras showed that an eyewitness was incorrect, resulting in a summary judgment change, 
and asked if the case could affect other states. Mr. Murray said the industry is pursuing state 
by state tort reform, but that it’s going to be a long road to get all 50 states to do the same 
thing. 
 
Regarding a question about whether ATRI would ever consider adding intermodal to its 
operations costs reports, Mr. Murray said yes, but that there has to be enough data coming in 
to make it statistically valid and reliable. 
 
He also mentioned that years of experience is very critical for defense attorneys and that if you 
hire the cheapest attorney out there, you’re probably going to lose. Attorneys who have years 
of experience specifically with truck crashes and litigation are far more likely to be successful, 
he said. 
 
Ted Prince, Tiger Cool Express then added that the insurance companies choose lawyers, not 
carriers, and that they choose local attorneys who are used to car injury cases and don’t have 
the expertise for commercial trucks. He then asked if ATRI’s research was able to parse that 
difference. Mr. Murray said that the larger trucking companies have their own attorneys and 
that there are a good number of knowledgeable attorneys out there. Also important, he said, is 
likable subject matter experts such as local mechanics, because they’re seen in the courtroom 
as more credible. 
 
New Business 
 
Mr. Mayo said that among the potential topics for Safety Committee activities in 2021 were 
split rims; distracted driving; terminal traffic safety; safety data collection & reporting. 
 
Mr. Prince mentioned that regarding terminal traffic safety, there may be some overlap with the 
Operations Committee, which is putting a charter and action items for the process of using 
geofencing to identify speeding within terminals in real time. 
 
Marty Summers commented that split rims don’t cause accidents, it’s the procedure that the 
mechanic that changed the tire performed that’s the issue. If a mechanic deflates both tires, no 
tire explosions, he explained. He added that split rims do need to go away, but that it needs to 
be done in a very deliberate manner and that characterization of split rims can affect public 
perception, so care needs to be taken regarded what’s put in writing about them. 
 
Mr. Keppler added that there’s been talk of mini training sessions around portions of the 
chassis guide, and that maybe split rims handling is an opportunity for such a training session. 
Mr. Summers replied that it’s not a safety issue as long you follow protocol, and that the 
problem arises when mechanics take shortcuts. 
 



 
 

Mr. Mayo remarked that more education and awareness is needed regarding the issue.  
 
Housekeeping & Adjournment 
 
Hal Pollard, IANA, said that the organization is putting together its educational programing for 
the year, and that more information about it is available at intermodal.org under the Education 
tab. On the site, upcoming education opportunities can be found as well as links to past IANA 
webinars. He also stated that May’s Committee meetings will be held virtually, as will be the 
Business Meeting. More details about the Committee meetings, including dates, are still to 
come, he added. 
 
Mr. Mayo reminded members that participation by all is needed, which was echoed by Mr. 
Pollard. A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Prince and seconded by Doug Turpening, XPO 
Logistics. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:31 p.m. 
 
  



 
 

Roll Call 
First Name Last Name Organization Name Invited Registered Attended 
3PL           
Brandon Folck Hub Group x x x 
Theodore Prince Tiger Cool Express, LLC x x x 
Douglas Turpening XPO Logistics x x x 
Marine           
Talmadge Coker South Carolina Ports Authority x x x 
Chris Green Virginia International Terminals, Inc. x x x 
Jason Hunt Georgia Ports Authority x x   
Hampton Lee South Carolina Ports Authority x x x 
Motor 
Carrier           

Gary Cornelius TCW, Inc. x x x 
Matthew Derby Mark-It Express Logistics, LLC x x   
Nancie De Salvo Rose Transportation, Inc. x     
Amy Ferguson Gulf Winds International, Inc. x x x 
Nate Graglia Wallport Transit Xpress, Inc. x x   
Sean McKenna Manchester Motor Freight, Inc. x x x 
Doug Moat RoadOne IntermodaLogistics x x   
Carlos Rodriguez Dunavant Transportation Group, LLC x     
William Traub CSX Intermodal Terminals, Inc. x x x 
Alan Tyson C & K Trucking, LLC x x x 
Joshua Vance J.B. Hunt Transportation Services, Inc. x x x 
Rail           
Jeffrey Chapman Union Pacific Railroad Company x     
Katrina King-Lopes Union Pacific Railroad Company x x x 
John Knight Kansas City Southern x x x 
Santiago Martinez TIM M+R, SA de CV. x x x 
Vernon Prevatt CSX Transportation x x x 
Christopher Waters Norfolk Southern Corporation x     
Thomas Williams BNSF Railway x x   
Sullpier           
Eric Anderson Milestone Equipment Holdings x     
Dave Anthony Northeast Freight Transfer x     
Christian Augustin Yardeye x     

John Bario TTX Company x x Shawn 
Ruth 

Dale Bartley P & B Intermodal Services, LLC x x x 
Gerry Bisaillon REMPREX, LLC x x   
Eric-Jan Bronwasser Milestone Equipment Holdings x x x 
Robert Castillo P & B Intermodal Services, LLC x     

https://netforum.intermodal.org/iweb/forms/dynamicprofile.aspx?FormKey=f326228c-3c49-4531-b80d-d59600485557&Key=883afc7e-0117-44bc-b89a-1148365883a5


 
 

Thomas Coleman Northeast Freight Transfer x     
Ron Cordova Zonar Systems, Inc. x x x 
Cliff Creech Phillips Connect Technologies x     

Matthew Diehl Autocar Truck x x Vincent 
Hruska 

Michael Dougherty TRAC Intermodal x     
Carl Francis Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC x x x 
Joey Frederick TOPLIFT North America x x x 
Trace Haggard TSG Companies x x   
Bill Hayen Amsted Seals and Forming x     
Joe Hite CIE Manufacturing, Inc. x x x 
Douglas Hoehn Milestone Equipment Holdings x     
Brian Hofmann CIMC Intermodal Equipment x x   
Alison Humphrey TTX Company x     
Jenny Johnson Intermodal Support Services, Inc. x x x 
Matthew Larson DCLI x x   
Andrew Malion Spectra Products, Inc. x x   
Herbert Mayo True North Companies x x x 
Collin McNamara True North Companies x x x 
James Michel Oliver Wyman x x x 
David Miller Container Maintenance Corporation x x   
Cory Norris TTX Company x     
Stacy Ossenfort Northeast Freight Transfer x     
Thomas Pavlick REMPREX, LLC x x   
Chad Peterson DCLI x x   
John Picinic P & B Intermodal Services, LLC x     
Shawn Ruth TTX Company x x x 
Martin Summers Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC x x x 

Paul Tamburelli Transportation Compliance and Safety 
Group x x   

Larry Thompson Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC x x x 
Cindy Verrecchia Transtar Insurance Brokers, Inc. x x x 
Jason Zimmerman DCLI x     

 


