
 
 

 
THE INTERMODAL ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 

INTERMODAL SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Friday, May 21, 2021 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. EDT 

Virtual Meeting 
 
Call to Order 
 
The virtual meeting was called to order at 1:04 p.m. by Committee Chair Bert Mayo of 
TrueNorth Companies. IANA General Counsel Marc Blubaugh provided the anti-trust 
guidelines, after which a quorum was established as being present. 
 
Approval of the February 19, 2021 minutes 
 
Alan Tyson, C & K Trucking, LLC, asked if there were any corrections to the February 19, 
2021 minutes as distributed. As there were not corrections, the minutes were deemed 
approved. 
 
Working Group Report 
 
Intermodal Safety Briefings Working Group 
 
Cindy Verrecchia, Transtar Insurance Brokers, said the working group had received 
very little participation from Committee members in its efforts to obtain briefings. Ms. 
Verrecchia thanked the companies who did submit information, adding such a library 
would be beneficial for a lot of companies throughout the intermodal industry. Mr. 
Mayo also emphasized the positive impact the safety briefings would have on 
companies and urged members to submit safety topic suggestions via the five-
question template created by Ms. Verrecchia and the group’s co-leader, Dale Bartley, P 
& B Intermodal Services, LLC. Stephen Keppler, IANA, added each member submitting 
one template would be a huge leap forward in value and knowledge to benefit the 
industry, at the cost of just a little time. Ms. Verrecchia asked that any association 
members with interest in specific topics contact her via email. 
 
Education 
 
Distracted Driving 
 
Joshua Vance, Senior Director of Safety, Intermodal for J.B. Hunt, began his 
presentation by relating an incident from the previous night as he drove home from the 



 
 

office. Coming around a curve he encountered a large, oncoming pickup truck, its 
driver holding a cellphone and steering with an elbow, halfway into his lane. The driver 
steered back into the proper lane, but when Mr. Vance looked back, he had returned to 
looking at his phone. It is too easy, Mr. Vance said, to be distracted even by something 
as routine as a conversation while driving. Data from 2019 shows 3,142 deaths 
nationwide due to distraction, or 8.5% of all fatal crashes, a number Mr. Vance said 
was probably low as surviving drivers won’t admit to being distracted, or records are 
not available.   
 
There are basically three types of distractions: 
— Visual distraction, when eyes are not on the road;  
— Manual distractions, when a driver is texting, watching a video, or involved in any 
variety of activities, and takes hands off the wheel; and 
— Cognitive distractions, when the driver’s mind is not on the task of driving. 
 
Citing what he termed stunning NHTSA statistics, Mr. Vance said at any given moment 
during daylight hours, more than 800,000 vehicles in the U.S. are being driven by 
someone using a handheld cellphone. Science has shown that no matter how good a 
driver you are, or how good you think you are at multitasking, your brain is going from 
task to task to task, and you’re really not doing two things at once. Just being on the 
phone or looking at a laptop is extremely dangerous and can lead to very bad 
outcomes, said Mr. Vance.  
 
Mr. Vance showed a video, available on YouTube and produced by the Minnesota 
Department of Public Safety. It depicted the tragedy of a distracted driver killing a 
mother and injuring her young daughters while they were out for a bike ride, and the 
lasting physical and emotional toll that resulted from the shattered lives of not only the 
family, but the driver, too. 
 
To drive the point home, Mr. Vance asked how many of the meeting’s attendees looked 
at their phone during the 10-minute video. He called cellphones an addiction, designed 
to get your attention and keep your attention. Mr. Vance said smartphones pose a 
greater risk than the old call-only phones as people text, surf the web, pay a bill, or 
other activity. Careful to note that he wasn’t taking blame away from truck drivers, Mr. 
Vance observed that if no one is paying attention and no one sees each other, it’s more 
likely that collisions are going to occur. Mr. Vance offered some cheesy but effective 
safety slogans such as “Honk if you love Jesus, text if you want to meet him right 
now.” 
 
Old Business 
 
Intermodal Facility Safety Handbook 



 
 

 
Vernon Prevatt, CSX Transportation, thanked the Task Force members for their work in 
putting together the Handbook, calling the finished document very professional. He 
also thanked Beth Pernerewski and IANA staff for their help. Ms. Pernerewski said the 
Handbook can be accessed on the IANA website, on the Tools and Resources page.   
 
New Business 
 
Mishap statistics from facilities and terminals 
 
Mr. Prevatt described some 1,200 fields of data that were collected starting in 2012-
2013 from railroads such as CSX and Union Pacific and from IANA motor carriers. The 
safety intelligence data included delivering and pulling from facilities; lift-on/lift-off 
operations, and functions of other stakeholders. The data was segmented into five 
types of mishaps led by collisions.  
 
The data was then widely communicated to employees in an effort to develop leading 
indicators that would help to reduce the number of mishaps in terminals, Mr. Prevatt 
said, and noted the approach was very successful in training and operationally testing 
new rules, along with one-on-one counseling with each employee every calendar 
quarter to discuss safety and their individual contributions to safety. It made a real 
impact, said Mr. Prevatt, and was extended to contractors at terminals in the form of 
six questions that had to be answered after each mishap, followed by wide-ranging 
discussion. The process lifted the bar for expectations for safety, especially after the 
death of a contractor at a CSX facility that Mr. Prevatt said left the company shocked, 
aghast, disappointed and fearful but at the same time something it would no longer 
tolerate. Mr. Prevatt congratulated contractor partners for embracing safety, adding 
the company is now on a campaign to improve drayage safety in the form of 
preemptive protective actions.  
 
Gene Coker, South Carolina Ports Authority, said that his agency purchased a safety 
management software program for the first time and working with the developer, 
uploaded incident reports for the SCPA’s facilities. Mr. Coker showed mishap data 
from facilities and terminals from 2018 through February 2021. It provided a statistical 
baseline segmented by facility employee, drayman (trucking) and contractor. Collisions 
were the single largest category of mishap for all three segments. Mr. Coker said this 
was no surprise since there is so much vehicular traffic at the facilities, but sees the 
data as a great tool to address safety with stakeholders and its internal safety 
committee. The Authority had put monthly meetings of its port work safety team on 
the back burner due to Covid-19, but was looking to restart those meetings in June. 
The data speaks for itself, Mr. Coker said, and encouraged the industry to look at their 
own data, to address the areas that are at greatest risk for their facilities. 



 
 

 
Chris Green, Virginia International Terminals, discussed his company’s Terminal Safety 
Excellence Program which collected data on safety rules enforcement at the state’s 
five ports. The categories are split into recognition of excellence for compliance, and 
non-compliance. When VIT awards excellence citations to individuals for compliance, 
it also hands out tokens of gratitude. Mr. Green said the data revealed a 70/30 split 
between compliance and non-compliance. For non-compliance VIT conducts a review 
of the offender’s previous three years with results categorized into three levels. 
Individuals classified as Level Two are required to attend a remedial training class to 
review safety rules. Level Three offenders are reviewed by a mitigation panel and can 
face suspension of up to 30 days. Mr. Green said the program has succeeded as few 
Level 3 offenders progress to the more serious Level 4/5.  
 
To further improve safety, VIT has installed 300 video cameras at its ports, said Mr. 
Green, and more cameras inside mobile equipment, the latter to monitor equipment 
operators inside the cab to help eliminate cellphone use and distracted driving. Mr. 
Green said the cameras also are useful for incident investigation where witness 
statements can create gray areas. Everyone who comes on Port of Virginia property 
receives a set of the rules, which are also posted on the agency’s website. 
 
Matt Deal, Autocar Truck, asked if the data specifies which objects are involved in the 
collisions. Mr. Mayo, said that his company breaks the data down between fixed 
objects/parked vehicles and moving vehicles. Mr. Prevatt agreed that there are vehicle 
to vehicle and fixed object collisions, and his company further breaks it down, for 
example, to failure to maintain clearance or crane path. Capturing that information 
would be valuable and could be used to develop countermeasures. Mr. Diehl said it 
helps to quantify what fixed objects are involved, such as containers or light poles. Mr. 
Coker said that his organization experiences a lot of truck-RTG (rubber-tired gantry 
crane) collisions. Mr. Mayo noted that autonomous equipment vehicles are going to 
change safety drastically in the coming years. He suggested reaching out to safety 
professionals at stevedoring companies for their input.  
 
Housekeeping and adjourn 
 
Mr. Keppler announced that he was leaving IANA to work for Scopelitis Transportation 
Consulting, thanked IANA staff and leadership, and said he would still be involved with 
the organization in some capacity.  
 
Bill Traub, CSX Intermodal Terminals, gave an update on the AAR (Association of 
American Railroads) Intermodal Committee. The committee is trying to get funding for 
additional testing on automated interbox connectors (IBC) or automated container 
securement. This is to minimize or eliminate personnel climbing on railcars, where a 



 
 

lot of injuries occur. Mr. Traub said the committee and the AAR this year want to make 
minor modifications to the specifications of the IBC, with a goal to make it easier to 
unlock from the ground or a vehicle. Mr. Traub also said that some railroads have had 
recent issues with draymen injured trying to adjust containers — sometimes with a 
sledgehammer — and asked for IANA members’ help to get the word out about proper 
safety procedures, and for support for the IBC specifications. 
 
Hal Pollard, IANA, said that there is an intermodal recommended practices page on the 
IANA website’s resource center, with videos and handbooks. Mr. Pollard also reminded 
members of the Education tab on the website, with a schedule of upcoming webinars 
and past webinars on demand. IANA staff and members are excited for the return of in-
person attendance at the Intermodal EXPO, September 12-14 in Long Beach, Calif., and 
Mr. Pollard urged members to mark their calendars as registration is open. Mr. Pollard 
also wished Mr. Keppler great success in his new job. 
 
Mr. Mayo thanked attendees and presenters and reminded the attendees to put down 
their cellphones when they’re in a vehicle for safety, and if they are a passenger, to tell 
the driver to do the same. Mr. Pollard also thanked attendees. 
 
The meeting concluded at 2:15 p.m. 
 
Roll 
 
First Name Last Name Organization Name Invited Registered Attended 

3PL           

Brandon Folck Hub Group x x x 

Theodore Prince Tiger Cool Express, LLC x     

Douglas Turpening XPO Logistics x x x 

Marine           

Sharifa Batts Ports America x x x 

Talmadge Coker South Carolina Ports Authority x x x 

Chris Green Virginia International Terminals, Inc. x x x 

Jason Hunt Georgia Ports Authority x     

Hampton Lee South Carolina Ports Authority x   Exc. 

Motor 
Carrier 

          

Gary Cornelius TCW, Inc. x x   

Nancie De Salvo Rose Transportation, Inc. x     

Amy Ferguson Gulf Winds International, Inc. x     

Nate Graglia Wallport Transit Xpress, Inc.  x x x 

Kevin Lhotak Reliable Transportation Specialists, Inc. x x   

Sean McKenna Manchester Motor Freight, Inc. x x x 

Doug Moat RoadOne IntermodaLogistics x x   

Carlos Rodriguez Dunavant Transportation Group, LLC x     

https://netforum.intermodal.org/iweb/forms/dynamicprofile.aspx?FormKey=f326228c-3c49-4531-b80d-d59600485557&Key=883afc7e-0117-44bc-b89a-1148365883a5


 
 
William Traub CSX Intermodal Terminals, Inc. x x x 

Alan Tyson C & K Trucking, LLC x x x 

Joshua Vance J.B. Hunt Transportation Services, Inc. x x x 

Rail           

Jeffrey Chapman Union Pacific Railroad Company x     

John Knight Kansas City Southern x     

Santiago Martinez ciaO | intermodal x x x 

Vernon Prevatt CSX Transportation x x x 

Matthew Wafer Union Pacific Railroad Company x     

Christopher Waters Norfolk Southern Corporation x     

Supplier           

Eric Anderson Milestone Equipment Holdings x     

Dave Anthony Northeast Freight Transfer x     

Christian Augustin Yardeye x     

John Bario TTX Company x x   

Dale Bartley P & B Intermodal Services, LLC x x x 

Gerry Bisaillon REMPREX, LLC x x Exc. 

Eric-Jan Bronwasser Milestone Equipment Holdings x     

Robert Castillo P & B Intermodal Services, LLC x     

Thomas Coleman Northeast Freight Transfer x     

Ron Cordova Zonar Systems, Inc. x x x 

Cliff Creech Phillips Connect Technologies x     

Matthew Diehl Autocar Truck x x x 

Michael Dougherty TRAC Intermodal x x x 

Carl Francis Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC x x x 

Joey Frederick TOPLIFT North America x     

Trace Haggard TSG Companies x x   

Joe Hite CIE Manufacturing, Inc. x x   

Douglas Hoehn Milestone Equipment Holdings x     

Brian Hofmann CIMC Intermodal Equipment x x   

Alison Humphrey TTX Company x     

Jenny Johnson Intermodal Support Services, Inc. x x x 

Mike Lockwood USI Insurance Services LLC x x   

Andrew Malion Spectra Products, Inc. x x   

Herbert Mayo True North Companies x x x 

Collin McNamara True North Companies x     

James Michel Oliver Wyman x x x 

David Miller Container Maintenance Corporation x     

Cory Norris TTX Company x x x 

Stacy Ossenfort Northeast Freight Transfer x     

Chad Peterson DCLI x x x 

John Picinic P & B Intermodal Services, LLC x     

Shawn Ruth TTX Company x     

Davor Stepanovic Eveley International Corp. x x   

Martin Summers Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC x     



 
 

Paul Tamburelli 
Transportation Compliance and Safety 
Group 

x x   

Larry Thompson Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC x x x 

Cindy Verrecchia Transtar Insurance Brokers, Inc. x x x 

 


